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SOUTH EAST IRRIGATION WATER RESTRICTIONS EASED 

Tasmanian Irrigation has today eased restrictions on South East Irrigation Scheme (SEIS) Stage Three, 

enabling landowners around the Sorrell region to increase their irrigation water allocation from 50 per 

cent to 80 per cent. 

Restrictions on SEIS Stage Two, affecting landowners in the Richmond and Cambridge areas, were also 

eased from 50 per cent to 80 per cent, which is equivalent to an increase from four per cent to six per 

cent of their annual allocation in any given week. 

Tasmanian Irrigation consulted with the South East Irrigator Schemes Irrigator Representative Committee 

this morning to determine the best possible outcomes for farmers, for ongoing sustainable and reliable 

dam levels, and for supply surety. 

Restrictions were imposed on the SEIS Stage Two Scheme on 19 November and on the Stage Three 

Scheme on 25 November after dam storages fell to below trigger point levels following reduced inflows 

and higher usage by irrigators. 

Tasmanian Irrigation Chief Executive Officer Andrew Kneebone said it was essential that irrigators 

continued to respect the restrictions in place to enable dam buffer levels to further recover. 

“We do not want to impose additional restrictions on landowners, especially at this crucial time of the 

year for many of our irrigators with high-value crops in the ground. However, if the restrictions are not 

adhered to and dam levels again fall to unsustainable levels, we will have no choice but to return 

restrictions to 50 per cent of allocated supply,” Mr Kneebone said. 

“Our focus continues to be the responsible management of the available irrigation water resource for our 

irrigators, giving them as much water surety as possible. And we sincerely thank all irrigators for their 

ongoing cooperation and communication as we partner to manage the dry conditions and supply 

situation.”  

Tasmanian Irrigation is working tirelessly on an alternate irrigation water supply solution for the South 

East Irrigation Schemes for the 2020-21 season. This includes undertaking feasibility and engineering 

design as part of the South East Augmentation Project, one of the Tranche Three Pipeline to Prosperity 

projects. 

The easing of irrigation water restrictions, from midnight tonight, is in line with TasWater’s 

announcement yesterday to impose Stage One restrictions on the greater Hobart region, which is aiming 

to reduce water demand by approximately 20 per cent. 
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