Branch Out
SHARING TASMANIA’S IRRIGATION STORIES

Message from the CEO
By Andrew Kneebone
Welcome to the first
edition of Branch Out –
Tasmanian Irrigation’s
new quarterly
newsletter.
We have received much
feedback over the past 12
months from Tasmanians
wanting to better understand
Tasmanian Irrigation’s
operations, irrigators wishing
to learn about successful
innovations on other schemes,
students requesting
information on careers at
Tasmanian Irrigation and our
industry and political leaders
requiring updates on our water
delivery and project
development work.
As part of our 2021 renewed
focus on external
communication, we have taken
all suggestions on board to
create this new publication.
You will be able to gain a more
in-depth understanding of the
unique public / private funding
model that delivers millions of
dollars in irrigation
infrastructure to enable
Tasmanian farmers to invest,
expand and diversify with
confidence.

You will also hear from farmers
regarding how they have
utilised this high-surety water
to grow their businesses.
As part of our commitment to
minimising costs, we won’t be
printing this publication.
Instead, we will email a pdf
and flipbook version to all our
highly-valued customers,
industry leaders and
stakeholders.
Please let us know if you have
family or friends that would
like to be added to our
database.

“Since Tasmanian
Irrigation was
established in 2008, the
Company has taken over
the management of a
range of inherited
assets, including dams,
irrigation schemes and
river works, constructed
15 new irrigation
projects, advanced
design work on the next
five projects and
commenced planning on
an additional five
schemes.”
March 2021
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(Message from the CEO
continued…)
By 2025, Tasmanian Irrigation
will manage a portfolio of
irrigation infrastructure valued
at more than $680 million,
capable of delivering 168,998
megalitres of water via 1,451
km of pipeline, 55 pump
stations, 24 dams and three
power stations.
Tasmanian Irrigation delivered a
record 87,510 megalitres of
water in 2019/20 and serviced
854 irrigators – nine per cent
more than the previous year.
These statistics represent some
of the priority objectives of the
organisation in terms of
understanding and meeting the
irrigation needs of our
customers, growing the number
of farmers we service and
ensuring the cost of delivering
schemes and water are as
efficient as possible.
All of this is due to the hard
work of the TI team, as well as
the hugely-appreciated funding
commitments by the Tasmanian
and Australian Governments, as
well as the State’s farmers.
Without this collaborative
approach, we would not be able
to design, construct and deliver
irrigation projects that are
globally recognised as regional
game changers.
We should all be very proud of
the fact that of the 20 dams
constructed in Australia since
2003, 16 are in Tasmania.
Tasmanian Irrigation has a very
bright and busy year planned.
While there has been less
demand for water this summer

across the board due to bouts of
increased rainfall, our Scheme
Operators have been working
hard to maintain pump stations
and on repairs and
maintenance, while ensuring our
customers receive their
allocations.

CUSTOMER
FOCUS

Our Program Development and
Delivery Team has progressed
the Don and Northern Midlands
projects to water sales, and
landowners in the Fingal, Tamar
and Sassafras Wesley Vale areas
will soon be able to complete
water sales application forms.
In order to improve our service
delivery, as well as better
understand the costs of
maintaining and sustaining our
scheme infrastructure pipes,
pumps and electricals, our
Technical Support Services
Team has been developing new
asset management,
maintenance planning, dam
safety and data and control
systems.
This will ensure Tasmanian
Irrigation is as effective and
efficient as possible in operating
and maintaining our systems
that deliver water, as well as
providing a base on which to
improve the information
provided to our customers.
Thank you again for your
support of Tasmanian Irrigation
and we hope you enjoy the
economic-enabling stories
shared in this newsletter.
Please contact me or one of the
friendly TI team members if you
require any additional
information.
Cheers,

Name: Anthony Bayley
Property: Sunnyside,
Sorell
Irrigation Scheme:
South East Stage Three
Enterprises: Seed crops,
including brassicas,
carrots, peas, beetroot
and oats, fat lambs,
lucerne and fodder crops
“Irrigation water has
enabled us to shift
from dry land cropping
to growing a wide
range of irrigated seed
crops, effectively
taking another step
toward drought
proofing our business.
“If we can access
additional high-surety
irrigation water
through the South East
Integration Project,
we plan to double the
area planted to crop
and employ an
additional one or two
full time equivalents.
“Irrigation water is a
game changer.”

March 2021
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Message from the Minister
Hon. Guy Barnett, Primary Industries and Water
One of the greatest
aspects of my role as the
Minister for Primary
Industries and Water is
listening to farmers
around Tasmania.
I am always so appreciative to
hear how important high-surety
irrigation water is to agricultural
businesses, supporting
expansion and enabling
diversification.
The shared stories focus on the
economic benefits of additional
crop rotations, planting new
cultivars, doubling the number
of cows milked, long-awaited
vegetable contracts being locked
in due to reliability, employing
additional staff and purchasing
further land – all due to being
able to access irrigation water.
That’s why the Tasmanian
Liberal Government has been
such a strong supporter of
working with Tasmanian farmers

and the Federal Government to
co-fund game-changing
irrigation infrastructure.
I sincerely thank Tasmanian
Irrigation for so effectively
collaborating with irrigator
communities to design, build
and deliver irrigation projects
that make a real difference.

“The Tasmanian
Government is delighted
to have contributed $85
million toward phase one
of the Tranche Three
irrigation projects, which
will see ‘liquid gold’ flow
to farmers in the Don,
Tamar, Fingal and
Northern Midlands areas,
as well as augment the
existing Sassafras Wesley
Vale Irrigation Scheme.”

March 2021

We are delighted that
Expressions of Interest for
irrigation water almost doubled
initial forecasts for many of
these projects.
The Tasmanian Government
looks forward to continuing to
work with Tasmanian Irrigation
to enable our farmers to
continue to grow agricultural
produce that is the envy of the
world.
Together we can reach the
ambitious target of increasing
the farmgate value of
Tasmania’s agricultural sector to
$10 billion a year by 2050,
which will benefit the entire
State.
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Irrigator Interview

Michael Chilvers — Nile
Nile farmer Michael Chilvers is all about
taking action to fix a problem.

securing funds to build additional schemes,
greater accountability and ensuring the
organisation remains practical, grounded and
customer focused.

“There’s no point sitting around questioning how
something is being done,” Michael said. “If you
think you can make a difference, then you should
step up and deliver a solution.”

“Tasmanian Irrigation is now run very efficiently
and there is an ongoing focus to ensure corporate
overheads and costs are minimised as much as
possible so these savings can be passed onto
irrigators.

In 2015, Michael was pondering how irrigation
water could be delivered more efficiently and
effectively to Tasmanian farmers.
After purchasing 700 megalitres from the Lower
South Esk Scheme and a further 600 ML from the
North Esk Scheme to more than double production
on his 1200-hectare Windburn and Waddymore
properties, he could see how vital it was that
Tasmanian Irrigation maintained a strong
agricultural focus and the interest of its farmer
customers at the fore.
So, he applied to join the Tasmanian Irrigation
Board and was accepted.
Reflecting on his seven years in the position,
Michael lists Tasmanian Irrigation’s greatest
achievements as reducing water delivering costs,

“Now that I have spent time on the Board, I have
a greater understanding of the cost of accessing
public money in terms of compliance, such as
environmental management and high standards of
asset and dam maintenance.
“This cost is unavoidable and must be understood
by farmers. But the alternative to not accessing
this public money is no irrigation infrastructure,
and that would be a crying shame for Tasmania.
“Tasmanian farmers are incredibly fortunate that
our State and Federal Governments are so
committed to funding irrigation infrastructure to
underpin future growth and expansion.”

March 2021
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Listening to Michael discuss his many board hats,
including Chair of the Australia China Business
Council in Tasmania, member of the national
ACBC Board, Chair of TAP AgriCo Stockfeeds,
Member of the GRDC Southern Panel, a former
Nuffield Australia Board member and numerous
roles with the TFGA, it’s easy to compare his
approach to inaugural Australian Democrats’
leader Don Chipp who famously promised to keep
“people” honest!
He’s not one to mince words and there is no
doubting that he has the interests of Tasmanian
farmers at heart in every meeting, discussion and
decision.
Michael says spending so much time travelling
and attending board meetings does take its toll on
the farm, but he quickly realised that his business
does function without him present every day.
“It does have its problems being absent, but I
believe the world is run by people who turn up.
“I feel we all have something to offer in order to
make a difference and I learn every day by being
out of my comfort zone.
“We all have the potential to influence and with
my passion for growing Tasmanian agriculture,
there is no point sitting on the sidelines sniping. I
had to get involved and provide solutions.”
Michael, his wife Fiona and children Felix and
Charlotte, now have more than 500 hectares
under nine pivots, growing wheat, barley, canola,
grass seed, carrot seed, potatoes, lucerne, prime
lambs and dairy heifers on agistment.
When the opportunity arose to invest in highsurety irrigation water, Michael said they
estimated what they needed at that point,
doubled the number and then assessed what they
could afford.

“We thought water was very expensive back then.
We bought at $1170 / ML, it’s now worth $2000 /
ML and we wish we purchased more.
“One of our greatest challenges is convincing
financial institutions to view irrigation water in a
more mature manner and to account for it
separate to land values.
“This would enable farmers to access additional
finance to purchase more water in both existing
and new schemes.”

“There is no doubt that
Tasmanian farmers are a lot
better off with Tasmanian
Irrigation and reliable
irrigation water. This
investment continues to
transform agriculture in
Tasmania.”
-Michael Chilvers

March 2021
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Water Delivery
By David Skipper
Tasmanian Irrigation’s
Water Delivery Team is
responsible for the
operation of irrigation
schemes around
Tasmania, and the
delivery of irrigation
water in an efficient,
economically viable and
environmentally
sustainable manner to
more than 1,000
irrigators.
Currently, the team manages 10
Tranche One projects, five
Tranche Two projects and a
range of inherited schemes and
infrastructure, including Lake
Leake, Rileys Creek Dam, Togari
Water Scheme and the Montagu
and Welcome River
Improvement Schemes.
Tasmanian Irrigation delivered a
record 87,510 megalitres (ML) of
irrigation water in 2019/20,
which was directly related to the
dry season.
The demand for irrigation water
in the Midlands, Southern
Highlands, Swan Valley, South
East Three, Kindred North
Tranche One Projects

Motton and North Esk was in
excess of 20 per cent above
previous irrigation seasons.
This year, demand has been
reduced due to bouts of summer
rain. By 7 March Tasmanian
Irrigation had delivered 46,227
ML of irrigation water, compared
to 74,242 ML at the same time
last year.
Storage levels remain well above
average for this time of year,
with the Swan Irrigation
Scheme’s Melrose Dam now at
3,000 ML. This is a remarkable
turnaround from the previous
year, when consistently low
flows into the Swan River
impacted opening allocations.
It was very pleasing that the first
deliveries of water from the final
Tranche Two Scottsdale
Irrigation Scheme commenced
and I sincerely thank all
irrigators for their understanding
and cooperation as Tasmanian
Irrigation worked in trying
COVID-19 circumstances to
finalise the project.
It was great to recently hear
from a number of farmers at
Scottsdale, with one sharing:

“I grow potatoes under
centre pivot in
Tasmania’s remote
North East and can’t
believe what a
difference reliable
irrigation water has
made to our business.
The ability to irrigate
directly off the
Scottsdale Irrigation
Scheme, along with
great water quality, has
been a game changer
for us. I sincerely thank
Tasmanian Irrigation
and the State and
Federal Governments
for their vision and
action to plan, build and
manage this scheme for
North East farmers.”

Cost
($ million)
14.4

Capacity
(ML)
2,855

Pipeline
(km)
44

Dams
1

Pump
Stations
2

Power
Stations
0

Great Forester

4.5

1,980

0

1

0

0

Kindred / North Motton

10.6

2,500

44

1

2

0

Lower South Esk

12.7

5,298

1

1

1

0

Midlands

110.8

38,500

134

1

3

1

Sassafras / Wesley Vale

12.3

5,460

85

0

4

0

South East Stage Three

33.0

3,000

134

1

3

0

Upper Ringarooma

28.0

5,700

39

1

2

0

Whitemore

11.3

5,500

38

1

2

0

Winnaleah Augmentation

10.8

3,700

15

1

4

0

248.45

74,493

534

9

23

1

Dial Blythe

TOTAL
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Tasmanian Irrigation employs
14 skilled and dedicated scheme
operators to manage and
administer each scheme.
Regular routine maintenance,
compliance and ensuring the
schemes are delivering water at
the most efficient curve is
paramount to a successful
scheme and ensuring water
costs to irrigators are controlled
and appropriate.
Tasmanian Irrigation is
continuing to refine the
transition path to a
predominantly water delivery
organisation and reposition
from an organisation that is
primarily focused on
constructing schemes.

Tranche Two Projects

The Midlands Irrigation
Scheme’s summer season
closed at the end of last month
and meter reads have been
organised.

•
•

Some of the priority projects
planned for 2021/22 for the
Water Delivery Team include:

•
•
•
•

2021 continuation of the
river works program for
Welcome and Montagu;
Assisting Montagu and
Welcome with a move to
self-management;
Main channel upgrade
from Poatina to
Stoneycroft pump station;
Inlet screen upgrade at
Hagley Pump Station;

Comprehensive dam
inspection on Lake Leake;
and
Ventilation upgrade and
replacement of heatdamaged Variable Speed
Drives at South Riana
pump station.

For more information about
Tasmanian Irrigation’s
Water Delivery Team,
please contact David
Skipper on 0417 279 062 or
david.skipper@tasirrigation.com.au

Cost
($ million)

Capacity
(ML)

Pipeline
(km)

Dams

Pump
Stations

Power
Stations

Duck

29.98

5,200

62

1

2

0

North Esk

30.43

4,680

63

1

2

0

Scottsdale

57.27

8,600

92

1

1

1

Southern Highlands

31.26

7,215

58

1

3

0

Swan Valley

18.88

2,000

37

1

1

0

167.12

27,695

312

5

9

1

TOTAL
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Irrigator Interview

David Addison — Sassafras
When you ask David Addison what
reliable irrigation water has delivered
for his Moriarty business and North
West Tasmania, he is quick to share a
list of benefits ranging from increased
productivity to enhanced
environmental flows to new job
creation to greater confidence to
invest.

“One of the best times to learn is under the age
of 40 so we are so lucky to have our sons in the
business.”
Addison Farm Produce grows a range of
vegetables, including potatoes, onions, peas,
beans, carrots and broccoli, as well as poppies
and cereals on their 385-hectare Moriarty farm.

Another advantage that David quickly declares is
succession planning.
“We have two sons and 10 years ago they
began their management roles in the business,”
David said.
“Now, with reliable irrigation water, we have
been able to buy more land and expand the
onion packing business so that Mark can
manage the packing venture and James can
manage the farms.
“When your business goes from supporting one
family to three families, there has to be growth
and change. There is no doubt that irrigation
water has given us the confidence to buy more
land and service the loans.”
David describes himself as now in the “mid
phase of retirement” and reiterates how
important it is to embrace the ideas and
innovations introduced by the next generation.

The family is also grazing cattle on 150 hectares
at Bakers Beach and packs about 10,000 tonnes
of onions each year.
Two Full Time Equivalents work with James on
the farms, and at least 10 permanents and up to
15 casuals with Mark in the packing business.
They initially purchased 240 megalitres from the
Sassafras Wesley Vale Irrigation Scheme almost
10 years ago, then a further 150 ML and leased
an additional 100 ML.
Now, with plans for the Sassafras Wesley Vale
Augmentation project advancing, the Addisons
are planning to purchase up to an additional 200
ML.
“Irrigation water has given us the best
production gains we’ve ever had,” David said.
“Prior to the scheme’s construction, managing
the limited supply and determining in dry years
which crops could be finished was one of our
greatest challenges.

March 2021

Page 8

“In 2019/20, a
very dry
season, if we
didn’t have
SWIS water, we
would have
potentially
walked away
from our lower
value crops at a
very significant
cost.
“Peas would
have harvested
at three to four tonnes to the hectare instead
of eight to nine tonnes, our bean contract
would have been cancelled and poppies would
have suffered.
“But thanks to irrigation, we were able to
harvest all our crops without an impact on
productivity.
“The planned augmentation has attracted
significant interest, so this shows how much
value Tasmanian farmers put on reliable
irrigation water.
“Without Tasmanian Irrigation and this
infrastructure investment by the Tasmanian
and Australian Governments, our capacity to
reliably grow and expand would be severely
diminished.”

Expressions of Interest in the Sassafras Wesley
Vale Augmentation project exceeded 5,000 ML,
compared to the anticipated 1,300 ML.
With the advantage of an existing Irrigator
Representative Committee, Tasmanian
Irrigation continues to work closely with the
farming community to expand the existing
scheme to create even more productivity
growth in the region as soon as practically
possible.
Any person requiring additional information
about the Sassafras Wesley Vale Augmentation
should contact Tasmanian Irrigation Project
Manager Andy Corbould on 0417 341 141 or
andy.corbould@tasirrigation.com.au.

“Water from this
Tasmanian Irrigation
scheme has delivered some
of the best productivity
gains we will ever see,
which flows through to the
whole community, employs
more people, underpins
successful businesses and
helps the environment
through flows in local
tributaries.”
-David Addison

March 2021
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Program Development
and Delivery
By Paul Ellery
Tasmanian Irrigation’s
Program Development
and Delivery Team is
proud to deliver irrigation
projects from concept to
water delivery, ensuring
schemes are designed to
be in operation for the
next generation of
farmers and beyond.

Along the way, risks are
continually evaluated as the
design progresses in terms of
environment, social
acceptability, cost and economic
outcomes.
As these schemes rely on a
unique public / private
partnership and funding model,
all stakeholders are engaged
and consulted to ensure key
needs are met.

Since Tasmanian
Irrigation’s formation in
2008, the Company has
designed and constructed
10 projects as part of
Tranche One, a further
five as part of Tranche
Two and is well advanced
on the design of the first
five projects as part of
Tranche Three.
There are a number of
important steps incorporated
into developing a new irrigation
scheme, including:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Community consultation;
Expressions of interest;
Launch of preferred design
option;
Water sales;
Contracts with
landowners;
Final design;
Business case;
Permits and approvals;
Construction; and
Commissioning.

The commissioning of the power
station by a New Zealand-based
team was delayed due to COVID
-19 travel restrictions. However,
an innovative solution from the
Tasmanian Irrigation team
enabled water to be delivered
over the summer period.
In December, Tasmanian
Irrigation also commissioned a
6.5km interconnect pipeline
between Richmond and Tea
Tree Road to enable water to
flow between South East Stages
Two and Three, providing
greater flexibility to manage
water delivery to irrigators in
these two schemes.

Work is now commencing on the
planning for the second five
Tranche Three projects.

Additional investigative work is
being completed on a second
stage of the South East Interim
Solution to provide increased
surety to irrigators in this area
prior to the longer-term South
East Integration Project
progressing.

First water from the final
Tranche Two project, the
Scottsdale Irrigation Scheme,
was delivered in 2020/21.

To summarise the planned
Tranche Three investment and
infrastructure (subject to change
as water sales are finalised):

Number of Projects

5

Time Frame

2019 - 2025

Investment

$360.5 million

Capacity

47,350 ML

Pipeline

322.3 km

Dams

2

Pump Stations

11

Power Stations

0

March 2021
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Tranche Three projects currently
under development / planning:
Don Irrigation Scheme

(Business Case assumptions)

Area serviced: Don, Lillico,
Forth, Forthside, Melrose, Lower
Barrington, Barrington, Sheffield
and West Kentish
Capacity: 4,750 ML
Capital cost: $29.02 million
Forecast commissioning:
2022/23 irrigation season
The Don Irrigation Scheme
design is based on delivering
water over a 180-day irrigation
season via two pump stations,
two balance tanks, 67km of
pipeline and 60 property outlets.
Water sales closed in June 2020
and contracts have been issued
for 3,225 ML. The tender for
external design support for Don
will be awarded mid March to
prepare design ready for
construction tender.
Northern Midlands Irrigation
Scheme (Preferred Design
Option assumptions)

Area serviced: South of
Cressy including Macquarie,
Barton, Isis, Conara, Campbell
Town and Ross
Capacity: 13,000 ML
Capital cost: $73.29 million
Forecast commissioning:
2024/25 irrigation season
Additional demand promoted
Tasmanian Irrigation to modify
the Preferred Design Option for
the Northern Midlands. The new
design is based on three pump
stations, two balance tanks,
approximately 30 property
outlets and 99.7km of HDPE
pipeline to deliver irrigation
water over a 180-day summer
season. Water will be sourced
from Great Lake via the Poatina
Power Station under an
agreement with Hydro Tasmania.
The Northern Midlands IRC has
been advised that the water
sales result over subscribed the
design volume and new design
considerations are now
underway.

Fingal Irrigation Scheme
(Preferred Design Option
assumptions)

Area serviced: Fingal, Avoca
and Royal George
Capacity: 12,600 ML
Capital cost: $53.6 million
Forecast commissioning:
2024/25 irrigation season
Expressions of Interest for the
Fingal Irrigation Scheme were
launched in March 2019 and
reached 9,025 megalitres,
compared to the initial funding
application based on 5,800 ML.
The Preferred Design Option
launched to the community is
based on a 14,000 ML dam
located approximately 12km
north of Fingal, a pump station
on the South Esk River and
2.3km of dual supply pipeline.
Fingal is on target to commence
water sales in mid April once the
design review is complete.
Tamar Irrigation Scheme
Area serviced: Beaconsfield,
Selbourne, Westwood, Hillwood,
Lilydale and Pipers River
Capacity: 11,000 ML
Capital cost: $146.2 million
Forecast commissioning:
2025/26 irrigation season
The concept design for the
Tamar Irrigation Scheme is
based on a 150-day irrigation
season with water sourced from
Lake Trevallyn. All irrigators on
the West Tamar will be supplied
under gravity pressure from a
balance tank and East Tamar
irrigators will be supplied via
boost pumps for those East of
East Arm Road. A second small
boost pump is planned near
Second River Road. Irrigators on
Pipers River will receive riparian
deliveries north of Karoola.

Sassafras Wesley Vale
Augmentation
Area serviced: Sassafras,
Harford, Thirlstane, Moriarty,
Wesley Vale, Northdown, Pardoe
and East Devonport
Capacity: 6,000 ML
Capital cost: $57.5 million
Forecast commissioning:
2024/25 irrigation season
The Sassafras Wesley Vale
Irrigation Scheme commenced
operations in November 2012.
This project was originally
planned to improve the scheme’s
operations and water trading
opportunities by providing an
additional 1,300 ML of irrigation
water per year. However, the
Expressions of Interest process
generated in excess of 5,000 ML
of additional irrigation water
from more than 75 properties.
The asset assessment is now
complete and a constructability
assessment is underway.
Construction is expected to start
in July 2022.
South East Integration
Project
More than 300 Expressions of
Interest were received in the
preliminary EoI process for this
first Tranche Three phase two
project, totalling 33,500 ML. This
volume consists of 20,400 ML of
summer irrigation water, 6,100
ML of winter irrigation water and
7,000 ML of reuse irrigation
water. Engineering assessments
are underway, a Preferred
Design Option is expected to be
launched for community
comment in July 2021 followed
by water sales in December
2021.

The constructability assessment
is underway, water sales are
expected to open in September
2021 and construction is forecast
to commence in September
2022.

March 2021
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“Working every day on
infrastructure projects that help
Tasmanian farmers develop and
grow their businesses gives me
immense job satisfaction.”
March 2021

-Jacob Gerke
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TASMANIAN IRRIGATION — MEET THE TEAM

Jacob Gerke
Tasmanian Irrigation title?

Favourite book:

Northern Midlands Irrigation Scheme
Project Manager.

Wolf of Wall Street.

Favourite food:

Snapshot of your work and study
history
Studied at the Australian Maritime College
in Launceston — Bachelor Engineer (Marine
and Offshore Systems).
Moved to Perth WA and worked in offshore
oil and gas construction. Returned home to
Tasmania with my family to work for
Tasmanian Irrigation in the construction of
the Scottsdale Irrigation Scheme.

Fresh seafood
(or anything my wife cooks!)

Favourite movie:
1917.

Favourite holiday location:
Waterhouse, Tasmania or anywhere near
the beach.

Brief description of your current role
I am now Project Manager on the Northern
Midlands Scheme, which is a project being
developed under Tranche Three.

What do you enjoy most about working
at Tasmanian Irrigation
Developing infrastructure that is helping
farmers in Tasmania develop and grow
their businesses.

What has been your most memorable
moment since joining TI
Constructing the Scottsdale Irrigation
Scheme in the district in which I grew up
and my family still live, and seeing it now
operating and farmers talking about its
benefits.

Best piece of advice for the next
generation:
Try all opportunities that present
themselves as you never know what it will
develop into.

If I was Prime Minister for a day, I
would:
Introduce free childcare to allow more
women to be able to return to work and
implement a four-day working week.

The three people you would invite to
share dinner with you:
Roger Federer, Michael Jordan and Tiger
Woods — if not my family!

March 2021
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Scheme Snapshot —

Swan Irrigation Scheme

Embracing Technology for Future Growth
Irrigators on Tasmania’s
East Coast are
collaborating to
implement new remote
outlet monitoring
technology to provide real
-time data for future
planning and expansion.
Swan Valley Irrigator
Representative Committee
Chairman Tim Lyne, who also
manages his family’s Spring Vale
Vineyard near Cranbrook, is
working with the region’s
irrigators to determine the best
platform to deliver the muchneeded flow rate information.

“We purchased 100 megalitres
over a 120-day season, which
equates to 0.8 megalitres a day
under our current arrangements.
“If we had greater knowledge
and were able to trade water
when there was additional
supply available at peak times,
we could irrigate directly, rather
than pumping into storage dams,
eliminating the need to pump
water at a later date.
“The more we know about our
water usage, the more we can
achieve out of the scheme and
plan for the future.”
“There is no doubt that real
time data shows opportunity
and gives us more
confidence to invest.”
Walnuts, wine grapes, cropping,
grazing and new high-value
horticultural pursuits are all
heavily reliant on the Swan
Irrigation Scheme.

“As a group, if we have full
knowledge of how the scheme is
being used and when and where
the water is in most demand, we
may be able to make decisions
to enhance additional trading
and look at the potential to
expand the scheme, such as
adding another dam,” Mr Lyne
said.
“For example, vineyards around
Swansea are not as prone to
frost as we are. Therefore our
water demands are much higher
in early Spring when we need to
protect our vines from frost,
while their peak usage period is
likely to be in February / March
when they are finishing off their
grapes.

Spring Vale Vineyard currently
has 31.6 hectares under vine on
the 270ha property, including
Pinot Noir, Chardonnay, Pinot
Meunier, Sauvignon Blanc, Pinot
Gris, Shiraz and Gewurztraminer,
and offers an acclaimed food and
wine experience under a large
marquee.
Demand for the East Coast
tourism experience has seen
Spring Vale’s opening months
extended
from four
to 10.

the Lyne family are embracing
technology, innovation, hard
work and regional collaboration
as key pillars for ongoing
success.
Swan Irrigation Scheme
Area serviced

Swansea to
Cranbrook

Commenced
water delivery

January 2018

Capacity
Project cost
No. of irrigators

2,000 ML
$18.88 million
16

Entitlements sold

100%

Pipeline

37km

Dams

1

Pump stations

1

Mr Lyne said remote outlet
monitoring technology being
investigated relied on a pulse
from the existing Tasmanian
Irrigation meter being
transmitted to a monitoring
device, which is broadcast via a
cloud-based platform to a mobile
phone.
He said once set up, additional
nodes could be added to
transmit data on soil moisture
and temperature.
The expected cost is about $30
per month per node, as well as
an approximate $1000 up front
capital cost.
A local Tasmanian company –
FarmPulse – is one of the
providers being considered.
“We need the intelligence so we
can alter our flow rate, trade
water and make the best
decisions about our farming
operations every day and in to
the future,” Mr Lyne said.

With
additional
land
available to
plant to
premium
cool climate
Sparking
and still
varieties,

“Once operational, we are very
happy to share our learnings
with other irrigation schemes.”
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Upcoming Events

As part of Tasmanian Irrigation’s renewed focus on external
communications, we will be launching a new website and social media
platforms in the coming months.
In the meantime, please note the following forecast
Tasmanian Irrigation events:

April
Fingal Water Sales Launched
September
Tamar Water Sales Launched
October
Sassafras Wesley Vale Augmentation
Water Sales Launched
December
South East Integration Project
Water Sales Launched
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For more information about this newsletter, please contact:
Tasmanian Irrigation Pty Ltd
Address: Level 2, Launceston Airport Passenger Terminal Building,
201 Evandale Rd, Western Junction, TASMANIA, 7212
Postal address: PO Box 84, Evandale, TAS, 7212
Phone: (03) 6398-8433
www.tasirrigation.com.au
If you would like to unsubscribe or subscribe additional email addresses, please email
communications@tasirrigation.com.au

This newsletter contains information of a general nature and reasonable care has been taken to ensure
accuracy of content at the time of publication. Scheme details and policies may change, and individual
circumstances may vary. This newsletter should not be relied upon as a basis of individual decision
making.
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