
 

   

 

Tamar Irrigation Scheme Preferred Option Design 

Question and Answers 

 March 2022 

 
Q. How did the project evolve? 
A.  It has long been recognised that there is significant scope to increase the area under irrigation in 
the Tamar Valley, a region recognised nationally for its high value-viticultural and horticultural 
enterprises.  

Tasmanian Irrigation organised a community meeting in the Tamar Valley in 2019 to gauge interest 
in an irrigation project. It was originally anticipated that the scheme would need to deliver 8,000 
megalitres to landowners on the west Tamar only to meet demand. 

However, within two years, it was evident that farmer demand would underpin the design of a 
24,500 megalitre scheme that delivered water across 89,000 hectares, encompassing Westwood, 
Legana, Beaconsfield, Rowella, Hillwood, Lilydale, Pipers River and Pipers Brook. 

 Construction of a dedicated irrigation and water trading scheme will increase the reliability of water 
available on existing and new enterprises. This will facilitate expansion and investment in the area 
capable of being irrigated, thereby ensuring security of existing outputs and enabling changes in 
agricultural activity to high value commodities.  

The current principal primary production focus is berries, vineyards, orchards, pasture, cereal crops, 
nurseries, flowers, vegetable crops and dairy. 

Q. How has the community been involved? 
All schemes developed and operated by Tasmanian Irrigation are economically viable, 
environmentally sustainable, have strong community endorsement and are designed to last at least 
100 years and deliver water at an average reliability of more than 95 per cent per annum. 

Expressions of Interest for the Tamar Irrigation Scheme were launched in December 2019. An 
Irrigator Representative Committee, consisting of volunteer Tamar landowners, was also formed at 
this time to provide a strong link between Tasmanian Irrigation and the Tamar community. 

The EOI period remained open and Tasmanian Irrigation held two irrigator information and 
consultation days at the end of July 2021. These briefings enabled landowners to gain a better 
understanding of the project, ascertain water needs and gather feedback. 

Tasmanian Irrigation launched the Preferred Option Design for public feedback in March 2022. 
Tasmanian Irrigation will continue to consult and provide additional information to the Irrigator 
Representative Committee and all landowners as the project progresses. 

 

 

 



 

   

 

Q. Where will the scheme water come from? 
A. Water for the Tamar Irrigation Scheme will be sourced from the Trevallyn Dam and delivered to 
landowners via 240km of pipeline and five pump stations. The Trevallyn Dam is filled via the South 
Esk catchment, which is one of Tasmania’s largest catchment areas encompassing 15 per cent of 
Tasmania’s land area. The Tamar Irrigation Scheme requires 137 megalitres per day during summer 
months and 55 megalitres per day during winter, out of the total Trevallyn Dam capacity of 11,000 
megalitres. To put this in context, the water required for irrigation for the entire year is the 
equivalent of the amount of water needed to power the Trevallyn Power Station for two days. 

Q. How will water be distributed? 
A. Water will be delivered to irrigators via 240km of distribution pipeline. Irrigators will be connected 
into the pipeline at a property outlet, also known as a connection point. The proposed pipeline 
alignment is indicative only and subject to Water Sales and a final design review. Additional lines 
may be required to satisfy landholder requirements, or alternatively some lines may not be 
constructed due to insufficient interest.  

Q.  What happens after the Preferred Option Design feedback period?  
A. Tasmanian Irrigation will launch Water Sales by May 2022, inviting landowners to contractually 
apply for Water Entitlements. If the Water Sales threshold is met, Tasmanian Irrigation will then 
finalise the design based on actual demand, submit a business case to the Tasmanian Government 
for final funding and then progress approvals and permits prior to commencing construction. 

Q.  What is the minimum amount of water I can purchase in the scheme?  
A. The minimum purchase volume is 10 megalitres (ML) with 5 ML increments for volumes above 10 
ML. Tasmanian Irrigation encourages landowners to determine future use of water and the area of 
land to be irrigated when considering purchasing water.  

Q. If my property is not able to be serviced under the current Preferred Option Design, can I still 
apply for a water entitlement during water sales? 
A. All landowners are encouraged to make an application to purchase water when the Water Sales 
open by May 2022. The final design, and in particular the pipe alignment, will be highly dependent 
on the level and distribution of Water Sales across the district. Tasmanian Irrigation will endeavour 
to supply as many applicants who apply for water entitlements as possible, subject to capital budget, 
operating costs and approval constraints.  

Q. What studies have been undertaken to develop the preferred option?  
A. To ensure the Tamar Irrigation Scheme is environmentally sustainable, economically viable and 
supported by the local community, the following pre-feasibility studies have been undertaken:  

• Survey irrigators in the district to establish water demand; 

• Establish Expressions of Interest for the proposed scheme; 

• Socio-economic study to establish increased benefits and cost attributes to the project; 

• Enterprise mix and margin report; 

• Environmental desktop assessment;  

• Aboriginal heritage desktop study;  

• Hydrology study and supply agreement; and 

• Preliminary scheme design and cost assessment. 

 



 

   

 

Q. How will the pipeline be constructed? 
A. Pipes are laid underground wherever possible and generally constructed from durable, high-
density polyethylene (HDPE). A nominal 20m corridor will be required for installation, however this 
width may not always be required and can depend on pipe diameter and ground conditions. The 
actual corridor width requirements will also vary with different land topography and land use, in 
particular the ground conditions, the type and stage of cropping and vegetation encountered.  

The actual trenches will be approximately 1m to 1.5m wide and deep enough to bury the pipe with 
no less than 700mm of ground cover. The methods used in pipeline excavations ensure that topsoil 
is replaced on the surface of the disturbed soil and installation is followed by a vegetation 
rehabilitation program. Erosion and sediment controls are used to minimise any environmental 
harm from pipeline installation works.  

Q. When will water be delivered and what is the delivery capacity of the scheme? 
A. Water will be being delivered to irrigators over a 180-day period, nominally starting on 1 October 
each year. The commencement date of the irrigation season may vary depending on the season. The 
scheme flow rate is currently estimated at 137 ML per day and the total delivery capacity of the 
Preferred Option design is 24,500 ML per irrigation season. 

Q. What is the cost per megalitre of the water? 
A. The water entitlement price is proposed at $2,450 per megalitre. Winter water will also be 
available at $1,450 per megalitre. 

Q. What does 95 per cent reliability mean? 
A. Reliability is defined as the sum of the annual allocation of water that is available from the supply 
in each irrigation season during the 100-year period, divided by the sum of the annual volume of 
water that is contracted to be supplied under the irrigation rights over that same period.  

It means that over the 100-year life of the scheme, an average allocation of not less than 95 per cent 
will be made without an annual allocation greater than 100 per cent being made in any one year.  

Q. What is a Farm Water Access Plan (Farm WAP)? 

A. A Farm WAP is legal document and management tool which sets out rules demonstrating the use 

of water, identifies any direct or indirect risks to soil, water, resources and biodiversity, and outlines 

actions to identify and manage risk. All land and dams receiving water from Tasmanian Irrigation 

must be covered by a Farm WAP. Farm WAPs are mandatory under the requirements of the Federal 

Environment Protection Biodiversity and Conservation Act 1999 referrals and under applicable 

scheme by-laws. A Farm WAP verification form must be signed by the irrigator once the document is 

completed. Tasmanian Irrigation water can only be delivered to properties with verified and paid 

Farm WAPs. 

 Farm WAPs must be completed by a prequalified service provider in accordance with the endorsed 

Farm WAP soil, water and biodiversity modules and incorporate any species-specific management 

prescriptions required under planning approvals. Farm WAPs are approved by Tasmanian Irrigation 

through the quality assurance and verification process. About 10 to 15 per cent of Farm WAPs across 

all operational schemes are audited each year. Non-compliant irrigators are re-audited the following 

years.  



 

   

 

Q. When should I get a Farm WAP?  
A. A Farm WAP will be required in time for water to be delivered through your property outlet.  

Q. Can Tasmania Irrigation assist with the preparation of Farm WAP?  
A. Tasmanian Irrigation is able to help facilitate the completion of Farm WAPs or alternatively a 
complying Farm WAP may be procured individually.   

Q. Will there be ongoing costs?  
A. Yes. Water entitlement holders will be required to pay an annual water change, which comprises 
a variety of fixed and variable changes that are levied on their water entitlement holdings and water 
use. 

• The Fixed Cost: Will set to recover the fixed costs associated with employee entitlements, 
vehicles, plant and equipment, routine maintenance, administration, finance, insurance, and 
compliance with regulatory requirements such as environmental compliance.  
 

• An Asset Renewal Levy (ARL): is charged to cover the refurbishment of the infrastructure, 
which will enable the scheme to be operational for at least 100 years.  

Both the fixed cost and ARL are charged based on water entitlement purchased and not on the 
actual water used in the season.   

Q. Do I have to pay annual charges if I do not use water?  
A. You will be required to pay the fixed coat and ARL on your entire water entitlement holding each 
season regardless of whether you use water or not.  

Q. In purchasing water entitlements would I be buying a share in the infrastructure? 
A. No. the infrastructure constructed as part of the scheme will remain the property of Tasmanian 
Irrigation. Water entitlements are rights to a supply of water. They are rights to have an allocation of 
water made available during each irrigation season and rights to have that water delivered during 
the irrigation season within a nominated zone of the scheme at a constant daily flow rate.   

Q. Do I have to pay for an outlet to be installed? 
A. No. As part of the sale of water entitlements, Tasmanian Irrigation will install one property outlet 
for each parcel of contiguous (adjoining) land that is operated as the same business. Each property 
outlet supplied as part of the sale of a water entitlement will be capable of delivering at least three 
times the purchased flow rate, subject to any capacity constraints of the pipeline to which an outlet 
joins.  

Q. Can I upsize the outlet or buy an additional outlet? 
A. Yes. Additional property outlets or property outlet upgrades may be purchased from Tasmanian 
Irrigation if required. Applications are to be submitted as part of the Water Sales process and 
certainly prior to tendering for construction. Additional costs for the irrigator are likely to apply if 
finalised through tender or construction.  

Q. Who will manage the scheme once it has been constructed? 
A. The Scheme will be managed by Tasmanian Irrigation. A Scheme Operator will be appointed to 
the scheme once operational, who will be responsible for the day-to-day management of the 
scheme and water deliveries. 



 

   

 

Q. Can I provide comments on the Preferred Option Design?  
A. Yes. A feedback form is available from the Tasmanian Irrigation website at 
https://www.tasmanianirrigation.com.au/schemes/tamar. 

 If you wish to provide comment on the Preferred Option Design, please complete the form and 
return it to Josh Marshall, Project Manager:  

Mail:       Tasmanian Irrigation  

PO Box 84 

Evandale, TAS 7212 

 

Email:     josh.marshall@tasirrigation.com.au 

 

Directly:  Tasmanian Irrigation  

 Level 2, Terminal Building, Launceston Airport  

 Western Junction TAS 

 

 

Tasmanian Irrigation sincerely thanks landowners in the Tamar region for their support on this 
exciting irrigation project, and we look forward to working closely with you to ensure the Tamar 

Irrigation scheme is one that all Tasmanians will be proud of. 
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