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Scheme: Lower South Esk 

Water Delivery: 

It was a relatively quiet year, with the South Esk River maintaining reasonable flows for most of the season – 
this meant that demand on the scheme for river users was limited. 

Only 15% of the water on issue was ordered during the season and the dam at the end of the season is 
relatively full. It’s expected that the fill regime for the 2017/18 season will be achieved using majority flood 
take, rather than having to purchase water from Hydro Tasmania. 

In total, 7 irrigators requested water from a pool of 16 who hold current irrigation rights. 

Financial: 

The scheme has made a small loss for the 2016/17 season. This is primarily due to the expenditure timing and 
cost recovery, and because pumping costs for the dam fill are still being recovered in a different financial year. 
A better way of representing this is being considered. 

The LSEIS is currently in a negative cash position and as such, the pricing for the 2017/18 season has been set 
to minimise any further losses while a review of the cause of the overall cash position is undertaken. Once this 
review is complete and the underlying cause is determined, we’ll hold further discussions about future pricing 
paths if required. 

2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17
Capacity 5,298 5,298 5,298 5,298
Entitlements 5,298 5,298 5,298 5,298
Delivered 303 430 2,836 796
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Infrastructure: 

Power surges had been identified as the cause of several problems with motors for the pumps at Milford last 
season. In the past 12 months, significant work has been undertaken to determine and implement a solution.  
As a result, power filters have been installed at the pump station. The remaining motors have either been 
repaired or inspected to ensure these problems won’t occur again. 

The flooding of June 2016 impacted the large magflow meter at the pump station. A temporary solution was 
installed to allow for seasonal operation and a permanent replacement was set to be installed in June 2017 
that will withstand future cases of inundation. 

In line with ANCOLD guidelines, Milford dam has been routinely surveyed and a comprehensive survey report 
was produced by GHD – the good news is that no significant issues were identified. We should note that after 
a review of the dam, the current surveillance regime of 3 visual reports per week has now been reduced to just 
weekly.  

Environment: 

We’ve continued monitoring the water quality and so far, there’s no reason for concern, either in the dam or 
the river results. Please note that any water taken into storage was done in compliance with water licence 
conditions.   

There was also no indication of Blue Green Algae being observed in the Milford Dam. 

Water Trading: 

Due to the limited demand for scheme water this year, there has been little activity in water trading over the 
past year. The trades that did occur were mostly related to the sale of property - rather than the need for 
additional water. Here’s a snapshot of the trades that took place: 

Governance: 

Last year, one meeting was held with the representative committee to clarify arrangements made about the 
access to water from the dam outside of the nominal irrigation season. 

Farm Water Access Plans: 

A total of 23 Farm WAPs were in place across the Lower South Esk Irrigation District. All irrigators that received 
TI water had a Farm WAP in place before the water was applied. In accordance with the irrigation district 
approval conditions, TI completed one Farm WAP audit for the 2016/17 irrigation season. The result of the 
audit was the irrigator was operating in compliance with their Farm WAP. 


